
WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
COURSE ASSESSMENT REPORT 

I. Background Information 
1. Course assessed: 

Course Discipline Code and Number: PSY240 
Course Title: Drugs, Society and Human Behavior 
Division/Department Codes: HSS-Behavioral Sciences 

2. Semester assessment was conducted (check one): 
[8] Fall2010 
D Winter20-
D Spring/Summer 20 _ 

3. Assessment tool(s) used: check all that apply. 
D Portfolio 
D Standardized test 
D Other external certification/licensure exam (specifY): 
0 Survey 
0 Prompt 
0 Departmental exam 
D Capstone experience (specifY): 
[8] Other (specifY): 21-item multiple-choice test 

4. Have these tools been used before? 
DYes 
[8] No 

If yes, have the tools been altered since its last administration? If so, briefly describe changes made. 

5. Indicate the number of students assessed and the total number of students enrolled in the course. 
The assessment was administered (pre- and post-) to all three sections of the course offered that fall. Data were collected at 
both pre- and post-time points from 15 students in Section 1, 24 students in Section 2 and 13 students in Section 3 for a total 
of 52 students. 

6. If all students were not assessed, describe how students were selected for the assessment. (Include your sampling method and 
rationale.) All students present at both time points were assessed. 

II. Results 
1. Briefly describe the changes that were implemented in the course as a result ofthe previous assessment. 

This assessment, as with the last assessment, was based on Outcome 1 only. In the last assessment, the students were asked 
to fill in boxes with short answers-a "mini-essay" format. This was changed because of the difficulty scoring these 
subjective responses and the difficulty reading their handwriting. It was decided to use a multiple choice format for this 
assessment. 

2. List each outcome that was assessed for this report exactly as it is stated on the course master syllabus. (You can copy and paste 
these from CurricUNET's WR report.) 

Increase recall of basic information (prevalence, positive and negative effects on one's physical and mental health 
and dependence potential) for the following drugs: (a) alcohol, (b) cigarettes and (c) marijuana. 

3. For each outcome that was assessed, indicate the standard of success exactly as it is stated on the course master syllabus. (You can 
copy and paste these from CurricUNET's WR report.) 

The mean score of the post-test will increase by a minimum of 7 (of 21) points over the pre-test mean score. 
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4. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected during the course assessment. Indicate the extent to which students are 
achieving each of the learning outcomes listed above and state whether the standard of success was met for each outcome. In a 
separate document, include a summary of the data collected and any rubrics or scoring guides used for the assessment. 

Data were gathered for each of the three sections separately as shown in the attached documents; however, the number of 
students with data at baseline and completion of those classes was relatively small so this report focuses only on analyses 
across all three classes (52 students). 

Out of2I possible items, the average score at baseline was approximately IO (9.96) or 48%. At the completion of class, the 
average score was approximately I4 (14.06) or 67%. Although based on a paired t-test, this was a statistically significant 
improvement (p < .00 I) but it did not meet the criteria of a 7 point increase as specified in the assessment plan. 

I then considered the data from a different vantage point. The goal in the past has been for at least 75% of the students to 
achieve 70% or higher on the test. At baseline only 4% (2 students) of the students received above 70% (in fact those 2 
students barely achieved this goal at 71 %). At the end of the semester 48% of the students achieved 70% or higher; 14 
received 7I %, 4 received 76%, 5 received 81%, 1 received 86% and I received 90%. Although, by this metric, the students 
also showed moderate improvement, but it does not meet the expectations of the course. 

In looking at the individual items, I found two problematic areas. First, 5 of the 2I items will not be used again as they were 
too easy-the vast majority of the students knew the answer at the beginning ofthe course (80%, 93%, 100%, 86% and 86% 
respectively). On the other hand, there were also 4 items that were much too difficult because the distractors were so similar 
in nature, it was unrealistic to expect students to pick the correct one; at the end of the test the percentage correct for those 4 
items was only 26.7%, 20%, 26.7% and 33.3%. The first situation prevented "improvement" because there was little room to 
improve. The second situation prevented improvement because it truly was hard to select the right answer-it required 
remembering a specific percentage rather than the "big picture" of change that was the intention of this test. In short, at least 
9 items will not be used in future assessment efforts. Analyses of the individual items by McNemar's tests indicated that 
there was significant improvement in I2 items, but this included cases where the improvement was from 13% correct to 27% 
correct-not an acceptable level. In looking at the data qualitatively, there were 2 questions about alcohol, 3 questions about 
tobacco, and 2 questions about marijuana that showed meaningful improvement. 

Attached documents: 
(I) 21-item multiple choice test 
(2) Paired t-test and frequency distribution 
(3) McNemar's Test 
(4) Table ofindividual items 

5. Describe the areas of strength and weakness in students' achievement of the learning outcomes shown in the assessment results. 
(This should be an interpretation of the assessment results described above and a thoughtful analysis of student performance.) 

Strengths: Per the summary above, the students did show meaningful improvement in all three drug categories-for several 
of the items there was substantial improvement (e.g. 60% correct for an item up to 93% correct; 33% correct for an item up to 
80% correct). 

Weaknesses: The weakness was with the measure. In looking at the items closely in this assessment, it is evident that only 
about 9 of the items are neither too easy nor too difficult. This will be taken into account in preparing the next assessment. 

III. Changes influenced by assessment results 
1. If weaknesses were found (see above) or students did not meet expectations, describe the action that will be taken to address these 

weaknesses. (If students met all expectations, describe your plan for continuous improvement.) 

There are three changes to be made, but they are all focused on the assessment tool and procedure, rather than changes in the 
course per se. (See below). 

2. IdentifY intended changes that will be instituted based on results of this assessment activity (check all that apply). Please describe 
changes and give rationale for change. 

The changes will be made in the assessment tool, rather than the course. 

Please return completed form to the Office of Curriculum & Assessment, SC 247. 
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2. Identify intended changes that will be instituted based on results of this assessment activity (check all that apply). Please describe 
changes and give rationale for change. 

The changes will be made in the assessment tool, rather than the course. 

a. [8J Outcomes/ Assessments on the Master Syllabus 
Change/rationale: To simplify the process, pre-tests will no longer be administered. The phrasing of the outcomes are 

changed as follows 
Past Course Learning Outcomes 

I. Increase recall ofbasic information (prevalence, positive and negative effects on one's 
physical and mental health and dependence potential) for the following drugs: (a) alcohol, 
(b) cigarettes and (c) marijuana. 

2. Explain how decisions regarding the legal status of any particular drug are dependent on 
historical, political, economic and social influences. 

3. Describe the interplay between the biological and psychological processes that underlie the 
use and abuse of drugs. 

Proposed Course Learning Outcomes 

I. Identify the (a) prevalence, (b) positive and negative health effects and (c) dependence potential for the 
following drugs: (a) alcohol,(b) cigarettes and (c) marijuana. 

2. Recognize ways in which decisions regarding the legal status of any particular drug are dependent on 
historical, political, economic and social factors. 

3. Recognize the interplay between the biological and psychological processes that underlie the use and 
abuse of drugs. 

b. 0 Objectives/Evaluation on the Master Syllabus 
Change/rationale: 

c. 0 Course pre-requisites on the Master Syllabus 
Change/rationale: 

d. D 1st Day Handouts 
Change/rationale: 

e. 0 Course assignments 
Change/rationale: 

f. 0 Course materials (check all that apply) 
0 Textbook 
D Handouts 
D Other: 

g. D Instructional methods 
Change/rationale: 

h. D Individual lessons & activities 
Change/rationale: 
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3. What is the timeline for implementing these actions? N/A 

The assessment on all three outcomes, embedded within the course, will take place in the '12 - '13 academic year. 

IV. Future plans 
1. Describe the extent to which the assessment tools used were effective in measuring student achievement of learning outcomes for 

this course. 

As described above, the assessment tool was not very effective-too many easy items and to0 many difficult items. 
A 

2. If the assessment tools were not effective, describe the changes that will be made for future assessments. 

(a) Future assessments will focus on all three course outcomes, rather than just one at a time. Given the effort of doing an 
assessment, from a practical standpoint, this should be more efficient in the long run. 

(b) Future assessments will be embedded in the course; again, this should be more efficient. As noted above, a draft of multiple­
choice items, drawn from the 5 exams typically given in the course, is attached; the 3 outcomes are listed separately with the 
relevant items from each exam listed below each outcome. 

(c) Last, the items will be selected more carefully and reviewed with other teachers of the course before formal administration to 
avoid items that are either too easy or too hard. This draft is currently under review with another fu!J.-time faculty who also 
teaches the class. 

3. Which outcomes from the master syllabus have been addressed in this report? 
All Selected Outcome 1 

If"All", provide the report date for the next full review:--------------------

If"Selected", provide the report date for remaining outcomes: --~A.';l.!_l ~3...!:w~i~ll~b~e~a~s~se~s£"se~d.!_d~u"!!r~in~g:._t~h~e--=2,_.,0'-!1~2-=-:_,2~0'-!1'-"'-3~c<!!a~le~n,.,.d~ar!.-.yi-'e~a~r. 

Submitted by: 

Print: A ;1\ ~e_G at' C...:~OL Signature ~ Date: 
F acuity /Pre parer 

Print: ....;:;~rr-~r~ - Signatu.e~;,.. ~., 
Signature ( -...) Date: 

Please return completed form to the Office of Curriculum & Assessment, SC 247. 
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